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MINUTES of the Environment and Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 8th April 2024 at 6.30 pm in 

the Library, Church Street, Hungerford. 

 

Present: Cllrs Fyfe, Keates, Hudson, Simpson, Cole, Cusack and Coulthurst. 

 

In attendance: Wendy Crookall, Deputy Town Clerk (DTC)  

 

Cllr Fyfe introduced Cllr Coulthurst who gave a brief presentation to Councillors on Biodiversity Net Gain 

requirements, which became law by the provisions of the 2021 Environment Act.  Since the beginning of 

April, all developers (major and minor) are required to demonstrate that their sites will achieve a 10% net 

gain in biodiversity, through enhancements to hedgerows, habitats, and water courses.  Where it is not 

possible to achieve on-site net gain, developers will have to contribute an equivalent gain at specialist 

biodiversity sites, which are expected to become a new industry in response to this legislation.  There are 

exceptions for very small developments and for householders.  The legislation introduces a 30 year 

commitment to manage and monitor the delivery of biodiversity net gain, overseen by local authority 

planning departments, and its implications are not yet fully understood.  Local authorities have had 

imposed a biodiversity duty, which has to be accommodated in all major strategy policies (such as local 

plans), for some while. 
 

Cllr Fyfe thanked Cllr Coulthurst for an interesting presentation and formally opened the meeting at 18.47. 
 

 

EP2024017 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Winser, Carlson, Armstrong,  

 District Cllrs Gaines, Benneyworth & Vickers 
 

EP2024018  Declarations of interest - none 
 

EP2024019  Approval of Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 11th March 2024 and update on actions. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Keates 

Seconded: Cllr Coulthurst 

Resolution: Minutes of 11th March 2024 approved as a true record with 1 abstention  
 

EP2024020 Planning applications:    

 

a)   24/00487/HOUSE 

Mr & Mrs Benton,  
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Stubwood House, Stubwood Farm, Salisbury Road, Hungerford, RG17 0RD   

  PROPOSAL: Proposed swimming pool in the rear garden. 

  Planning Documents (westberks.gov.uk) 

  

 

Cllr Fyfe gave an overview of their previous planning application in 2022, which HTC had no 

objections to but was refused by WBC. The current application for a ‘swimming pool’ was discussed 

and Councillors had no objections to it. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Simpson 

Seconded: Cllr Keates 

Resolution: No Objection 

 

 EP2024021 Case Officers Reports 

 

 Cllr Fyfe gave a summary of the Case Officers Reports below. There were no questions raised. 

 

a) 24/00035/ADV  

20 High Street, Hungerford, RG17 0NF 

PROPOSAL: Replace 1no. Projecting signage with new 600mm. Retain existing brackets & paint blue to 

match fascia. Replace 2no. Fascia and 1no. Logo with 2no. New blue fascia & 1no. New 150mm logo 

height. Install new window message ''A good way to bank.'' Investigate door handle and replace with 

stainless steel if required.  

WBC: Approved Application 

HTC: Proposed No Objection to this application  

Planning Documents (westberks.gov.uk) 

 

 

b) 23/02356/HOUSE  

The Hermitage, Wantage Road, Eddington, Hungerford RG17 0HA 

PROPOSAL: Single storey rear extension, internal works.  

WBC: Approved Application 

HTC: Proposed No Objection to this application  

Planning Documents (westberks.gov.uk) 

 

 

c) 23/02357/LBC  

The Hermitage, Wantage Road, Eddington, Hungerford 

PROPOSAL: Single storey rear extension, internal works.  

WBC: Approved Application 

HTC:  Proposed No Objection to this application  

Planning Documents (westberks.gov.uk) 

 

 

d) 23/02441/FUL  

Unit 4, Station Yard, Station Road, Hungerford RG17 0DY 

PROPOSAL: Retrospective subdivision and refurbishment of industrial unit to create three new industrial 

units, including internal reconfiguration and minor external amendments.  

WBC: Granted Retrospective Approval 

HTC: Proposed No Objection to this application  

Planning Documents (westberks.gov.uk) 

 

 

http://planning.westberks.gov.uk/rpp/index.asp?caseref=24/00487/HOUSE
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http://planning.westberks.gov.uk/rpp/index.asp?caseref=23/02356/HOUSE
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e) 24/00008/HOUSE  

Lorelei, Moores Place, Hungerford, RG17 0JS 

PROPOSAL: Removal of existing conservatory - Build new brick built conservatory  

WBC: Approved this application 

HTC: Proposed No Objection to this application 

Planning Documents (westberks.gov.uk) 

 

Meeting ended 18.52 

 

Presentation By Cllr Coulthurst 
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